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MESSAGE: What is the source saying about the focus? Perspect ive  Ru le :  
P 
D 
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What 
event/person/focus being portrayed? 

How is the event/ person/ focus being 
portrayed? 

What do I need to know about the 
event/focus in order to understand the 
message? 

What is the source telling me about 
the event/ focus? 
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When was the source 
made? What key events 
were happening? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who wrote the source? 
What is their relationship 
to the source? What was 
there MOTIVE (why)?  

PERSPECTIVE: W
hat is the author’s view on the focus? 

Who are the key people 
involved in the event? 

What TIME was the source 
written? How would this 
influence the perspective?  

What are the key ideas/ 
ideologies surrounding 
this event?  

What is the PLACE of the 
source? What 
country/state was it 
created? How would this 
impact the perspective? 

What key events 
happened before this 
event that could of led 
to the focus? What 
effect/impact did the 
events of the source 
have? 

What was the PURPOSE of 
the source? Was it to 
inform, persuade etc. 
 

How is the author 
demonstrating their 
perspective? (Choice of 
words, inclusion od detail, 
facial expressions etc) 

H is tor ica l  Contex t  ru le :  
 
I 
C 
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What is the origin of the 
source? (Who, when, where 
has it come from? 

How is the source relevant 
to the focus being 
studied? 

When was the source made? How 
would this influence they type of 
information being presented? 

What is the context of the 
source? (Key events, people, 
ideas)  

What are the limitations? Is there bias 
present,  is there important 
information missing?  

Use fu lness  ru le  
 
U 
L 
E USEFULNESS: What information does the source give us about the event in question?  

 

What	
  questions	
  
do	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  
ask	
  the	
  source?	
  

PUT	
  THE	
  SOURCE	
  HERE	
  


